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Amendment Dated November 29, 2005 

Re ply to Office Action of August 29. 2005 

Amendments to the Claims : 

1 . (Currently Amended) A composite nonwoven fabric comprising a first air 
pcmeable nonwoven layer comprised of fibers having a trilobal cross section; said first 
nonwoven l ayer defining one of the outer surfaces of t ^ft ^mposite fabric. hbA a second air 
penneable nonwoven layer located a4jacent to said first layer and comprised of fibers having a 
cross section which defines four or more lnli«ft, an<^ ^ ^^ird nonwoven layer located opposite S^td 
first layer and adjacent to said second nonwoven l aver and defining an OPPO$ite outer ?urfice of 
the composite nonwoven fabric, the fibers of said third nonwoven laver having a non-circular 
cross section tliat is different fi:om the fibers of said second nonwoven laver. 

2. (Cancelled) 

3 . (Previously Presented) A nonwoven fabric according to clai m 1 , wherein the 
fibers of said first nonwoven layer aie of a different size from the fibers of said second 
nonwoven layer. 

4. (Origtoal) A nonwoven fabric according to claim 1 wherein said first and second 
nonwoven layers are each spunbond nonwoven fabrics foraied of continuous filaments. 

5. (Currently Amended) A nonwoven fabric according to claim 4 wherein said 
spunbond fabri cs have has a basis weight ranging ft^om about 0.2 to 8 ozysc|uare yd, 

6. (Original) A nonwoven fabric according to claim 1, wherein the fibers of each of 
said layers have a denier per filament in the range &om about 3 to 24, 

7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Currently Amended) A nonwoven fabric according to claim [[7]] wherein the 
fibers of said third nonwoven layer have a trilobal cross section. 
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9. (Original) A pleated filtration medium formed from the composite nonwoven 
fabric of claim 1. 

10. (Previously Presented) A nonwoven fabric comprising: 

(a) a first air penneable layer of substantially continuous filaments of a first non- 
circular cross section defining a first outer surfiice of the fabric; 

(b) a second air permeable layer of substantially continuous filaments of trilobal cross 
section defining an opposite outer surface of the fabric; and 

(c) at least one air permeable intermediate layer of substantially continuous filaments 
of a second non-circular cross section disposed between said first and second layers, and wherein 
said second non-circular cross section is different from said first non-circulor cross section. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) A nonwoven fabric comprising: 

(a) a first air permeable layer of substantially continuous filaments of a first non- 
circular cross section defining a first outer surface of the fabric; 

(b) a second air permeable layer of substantially continuous filaments defining an 
opposite outer surface of the fabric; and 

(c) at least one air penneable intermediate layer of substantially continuous filaments 
of a second non-circular cross section disposed between said first and second layerSj 

wherein the fil aments of said first and second layers have a trilobal t:ross section and the 
filaments of said at least one intermediate layer have four lobes. 

12. (Original) A nonwoven fabric according to claim 1 0 wherein the filaments of 
each of said layers have a dc^er per filament in the range from about 3 to 24. 

13. (Original) A nonwoven fabric according to claim 12, wherein the filaments in 
one of said layers have a denier per filament different fix>m the filaments in another one of said 
layers. 
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U. (Original) A nonwoven fabric according to claim 13, wherebi the filaments in 
$aid first layer have a denier per filament smaller than the fi^lamcnts of said at least one 
intemiediate layer, and the filaments in said second layer have a denier per filament greater that 
the filaments of said at least one intermediate layer. 

15. (Original) A nonwoven fabric according to claim 10 i^iiereiti the continuous 
filaments of a first non-circular cross section and the continuous filaments of a second non- 
circular cross section are polyester filaments and are bonded to one another at filament cross 
over points. 

16. (Original) A nonwoven fabric comprising: 

(a) a first air permeable layer of substantially continuous polyester filaments of a 
trilobal cross section defining a first outer surface of the &bric; 

(b) a second air penneable layer of substantially continuous polyester filamcmts of a 
trilobal cross section defining an opposite outer surface of the fabric; and 

(c) at least one air penneable uitermediate layer of substantially continuous polyester 
filament$ of a quad-lobal cross section disposed between said first and second layers, and 
wherein the filaments of said first, second and intermediate layers are bonded at fdament cross 
over points for form a strong, coherent, unitary nonwoven fabric. 
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